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Australian Government

£*  Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Biosecurity Australia

Quarantine measures for the temporary
importation of horses from Japan

1. Definitions

Official MAFF Veterinarian means a veterinary official who belongs to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) and may be a Veterinary Quarantine
Officer. An Official MAFF Veterinarian performs certain tasks associated with
animal health and/or public health, inspections of commodities and certify in
conformity with the provisions of Chapters 5.1 and 5.2. of the World Organisation for
Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the Code).

Veterinarian approved by MAFF means a veterinarian who is required in each PEQ
facility, complies with PEQ standard operating procedures (SOPs) and follows orders
of the MAFF Officer. Veterinarian approved by MAFF may be a PEQ facility
veterinarian who is approved by MAFF before commencement of every PEQ.

2. Administrative conditions

Importation under these conditions is restricted to horses that have been continuously
resident and free of quarantine restriction in Japan for at least 60 days immediately
before export to Australia and that will be exported from Australia within 60 days
after arrival. The 60 days residency requirement may be achieved in more than one
approved country if specifically authorised by the Australian Quarantine and
Inspection Service (AQIS). Quarantine requirements for each country of residence
must be addressed.

Permission to import must be obtained in writing from AQIS before the export of
horses.

Other administrative conditions, including details of import permit requirements and
transport arrangements, are available from AQIS. Contact details are:

Live Animal Imports

AQIS Phone +61 2 6272 4454
GPO Box 858 Fax +61 2 6272 3110
Canberra ACT 2601 E-mail animalimp@aqis.gov.au

The full conditions can also be viewed on AQIS’ import conditions database (ICON)
at www.aqis.gov.au.

3. Documentation
Each horse must travel with:

e acurrent international passport that conforms to the Model Passport for
International Movement of Competition Horses recommended in the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the
Code), Chapter 5.12., or a similar official document issued by an
internationally recognised horse organisation

18 Marcus Clarke Street Canberra City ACT  GPO Box 858 Canberra ACT 2601 ph+61262723933 fax+61 62725161 www.daff.gov.au asn24113085605

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FORESTRY



e an original international veterinary certificate that conforms to Article 5.10.2.
of the Code, signed by the Official MAFF Veterinarian.

The veterinary certificate must:

e be written in English and a language understood by the Official MAFF
Veterinarian

e meet the requirements of the certification before export section and state that
all pre-export quarantine requirements have been met

e provide identification for each animal (passport details and/or microchip
number/site or brand or silhouette) including description, species, sex and age

¢ include the name and address of the exporter and importer and identify the
import permit against which it was issued.

The Official MAFF Veterinarian must:
e provide a separate veterinary certificate for each horse

e sign, date and stamp (with the stamp of the Veterinary Authority) each page of
the veterinary certificate and attach all original documents, e.g. laboratory
reports, that form part of the extended veterinary certification

e record his/her name, signature and contact details on the veterinary certificate.

Copies of supporting documents must be endorsed with the original signature,
date and stamp of the Official MAFF Veterinarian on every page.

4. Pre-export quarantine requirements

Pre-export quarantine requirements for the importation of horses from
Japan

Any variation from the pre-export quarantine requirements must be specifically
authorised by AQIS.

Location

1. The pre-export quarantine (PEQ) facility must be located within 250 km of the
port of export.

2. The PEQ facility must be conveniently located for supervision by the Official
MAFF Veterinarian.

Facilities

1. The PEQ facility must meet the country and premises requirements specified in
the certification before export section.

2. The entire PEQ facility must be surrounded by two secure stock-proof fences at
least five metres apart, or a physical barrier providing equivalent security to
isolate horses in PEQ.

3. The PEQ facility including stables, yards, fences, feeding and watering
arrangements must address animal welfare considerations.

4. Stables in the PEQ facility must be constructed so that they can be cleaned and
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disinfectant applied and must be maintained in good order.

5. The PEQ facility must provide a separation of at least 100 metres from other
equids not of equivalent health status.

6. The PEQ facility must have a separate area for the cleaning and disinfection of
vehicles for transporting horses, and facilities for the safe unloading and loading
of horses.

7. The PEQ facility must have facilities for veterinary examination and collection of
samples.

Operation

1. The PEQ facility must have current approval from AQIS and the Veterinary
Authority of Japan before commencement of PEQ.

2. AQIS may audit the approved PEQ facility.

3. All PEQ operations and procedures must be detailed in Standard Operating

10.

1.

12.
13.

14.

15.
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Procedures (SOPs), consistent with a risk-based approach and approved by AQIS.

The PEQ facility must be approved by the Official MAFF Veterinarian before
commencement of PEQ. PEQ facilities must be cleaned and disinfected to the

satisfaction of the Official MAFF Veterinarian before commencement of each
PEQ.

PEQ must be under the supervision of the Official MAFF Veterinarian.

All feed to be used during PEQ and transport to Australia must enter the PEQ
facility before commencement of PEQ.

All bedding to be used during PEQ must enter the PEQ facility before
commencement of PEQ.

The PEQ period commences from the time the last horse in the export
consignment has entered the PEQ facility and all horses have been examined by
the Official MAFF Veterinarian.

All equipment used in feeding, handling and treating horses in PEQ must be new,
or cleaned and disinfected before entry, and must be used only in the facility
during PEQ.

During PEQ), the facility must be occupied only by horses of the export
consignment.

For the duration of PEQ the horse has not been held, housed or exercised within
100 metres of other equids not of equivalent health status.

Horses in PEQ must not access any areas used by other horses.

Horses must not have the opportunity to mate and must not be subjected to
reproductive manipulation while in PEQ.

Only personnel specifically authorised by the Official MAFF Veterinarian are
permitted entry to the PEQ facility. Details of all visitor entries must be recorded.

All personnel entering the PEQ facility during PEQ must shower and change
clothing on entry. Alternatively, they may shower off-site and must have no
contact with horses or horse facilities between showering and entering the PEQ



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

5.

facility. Outer clothing used in the PEQ facility should be freshly laundered or
dedicated to the facility and stored on site or disposable. Footwear used in the
PEQ facility should be cleaned and disinfected before entry or dedicated to the
facility and stored on site, or disposable covering should be used over existing
footwear.

Other than inspections, visits and treatments required for certification, all
veterinary visits, health problems, tests, test results, treatments and reasons for
removal from PEQ of any horse, must be reported to the Official MAFF
Veterinarian within 24 hours, and to AQIS within 48 hours.

A detailed health record must be kept for each horse and be available to the
Official Veterinarian and to AQIS on request.

A reference serum sample must be taken from the horse four to six days after
commencement of PEQ and stored in Japan in a laboratory approved and
monitored by the Veterinary Authority until completion of post-arrival quarantine

(PAQ).

For the duration of PEQ the rectal temperature of the horse must be taken and
recorded twice daily at least eight hours apart. If the temperature is 38.5 °C or
higher on two consecutive recordings or other signs of infectious respiratory
disease are present, a nasopharyngeal sample must be taken and tested for
influenza A virus and the Official MAFF Veterinarian must notify AQIS within
48 hours. If the temperature is not taken for any reason on two consecutive
occasions, the Official MAFF Veterinarian must be notify AQSI within 48 hours
and a clinical examination by a Veterinarian approved by MAFF performed.
Temperature records must be kept until completion of PAQ.

Horses that leave the facility during PEQ for any reason, other than for exercise as
authorised by AQIS, cannot rejoin the consignment in PEQ.

Before the consignment of horses leaves the PEQ facility for export the Official
MAFF Veterinarian must provide evidence to AQIS, in the form of a checklist,
that veterinary certificates and health records have been inspected and comply
with the quarantine requirements.

Certification before export

The Official MAFF Veterinarian must certify:

1.
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During PEQ:
the horse has not been vaccinated
b. the horse has not been mated or subjected to reproductive manipulation

c. all horses in the PEQ facility remained free from evidence of infectious or
contagious disease, and had no contact with equids not of equivalent health
status

d. all samples for testing have been taken by the Official MAFF Veterinarian or
a Veterinarian approved by MAFF

e. all testing has been conducted in a laboratory approved and monitored by
MAFF. If there is no approved laboratory in Japan, testing in another country
must be conducted in a laboratory recognised by MAFF.



10.

1.

12.

13.

Quarantine measures for the temporary importation of horses from Japan August 2010

The horse has been examined by the Official MAFF Veterinarian within 24 hours
before leaving the PEQ facility for the port of export and has been found to be:

a. free from evidence of infectious or contagious disease

b. visibly free of external parasites

c. after due enquiry, in the case of a mare, was not pregnant
d. healthy and fit to travel.

Vehicles for transporting horses from the PEQ facility to the port of export have
been cleaned and disinfected to the satisfaction of the Official MAFF Veterinarian
before entering the PEQ facility to load the horses.

The Official MAFF Veterinarian was present during loading of horses when
leaving the PEQ facility to supervise sealing of vehicles for transporting horses,
with tamper-evident seals.

During transport to the port of export, the horse had no contact with equids not of
equivalent health status.

The compartment of the aircraft or vessel to be occupied by the horse and all
removable equipment, penning and containers including loading ramps were
satisfactorily cleaned and disinfected before loading.

After due enquiry, for 180 days immediately before export, or since birth if under
six months of age, the horse has been continuously resident and free of quarantine
restriction in Japan or other countries, where no clinical, epidemiological or other
evidence of glanders has occurred during the previous three years and the disease
is compulsorily notifiable.

For 60 days immediately before export the horse has been continuously resident
and free of quarantine restriction in Japan, where no clinical, epidemiological or
other evidence of African horse sickness, dourine, Venezuelan equine
encephalomyelitis or vesicular stomatitis has occurred during the previous two
years and the diseases are compulsorily notifiable. The horse has not been
vaccinated against African horse sickness or Venezuelan equine
encephalomyelitis during the 60 days before export.

For 60 days immediately before export the horse has been continuously resident
and free of quarantine restriction in Japan, where no clinical, epidemiological or
other evidence of Eastern or Western equine encephalomyelitis has occurred
during the previous two years.

For 60 days immediately before export the horse has been continuously resident
and free of quarantine restriction in Japan, where no clinical, epidemiological or
other evidence of screw-worm-fly (Cochliomyia hominivorax or Chrysomya
bezziana) myiasis or surra has occurred during the previous 12 months.

After due enquiry, for 60 days immediately before export the horse has not
resided on any premises in Japan where clinical, epidemiological or other
evidence of rabies has occurred during the previous 12 months.

After due enquiry, for 60 days immediately before export the horse has not
resided on any premises in Japan where clinical evidence of Borna disease has
occurred during the previous 90 days.

After due enquiry, for 60 days immediately before export the horse has not



resided on any premises in Japan, where clinical, epidemiological or other
evidence of contagious equine metritis, epizootic lymphangitis, equine infectious
anaemia, equine piroplasmosis, horse pox or Lyme disease has occurred during
the previous 90 days.

14. After due enquiry, for 30 days immediately before export the horse has not
resided on any premises in Japan, where clinical, epidemiological or other
evidence of anthrax, equid herpesvirus-1 (abortigenic and neurological strains),
equine influenza or equine viral arteritis has occurred during the previous 30 days.

15. The horse has been held in PEQ for at least 14 days immediately before export in
a facility that met the requirements specified in the PEQ requirements. During this
time the horse has been isolated from equids not of equivalent health status.

16. Contagious equine metritis
For all horses excluding geldings:

So far as can be determined, the horse has never been mated to, or inseminated
with semen from, a horse that was, at the time of mating or semen collection,
known to be infected with contagious equine metritis.

NOTE: If a horse does not meet this requirement, or has been known to have been
infected with contagious equine metritis, it may be permitted entry subject to an
approved method of treatment and testing considered appropriate by the Director
of Animal and Plant Quarantine (or delegate (AQIS)).

17. Equine infectious anaemia

A blood sample has been taken from the horse four to six days after
commencement of PEQ and tested using an agar gel immunodiffusion test or
enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay as described in the OIE Manual for equine
infectious anaemia with negative results.

18. Equine influenza

a. The horse has been vaccinated against equine influenza 21-90 days before
commencement of PEQ with either a primary course or a booster according to
the manufacturer’s recommendations using a vaccine that complies with the
standards described in the OIE Manual.

NOTE: Vaccines used must contain the following or equivalent strains of equine
influenza virus in accordance with the recommendations of the OIE Expert
Surveillance Panel for Equine Influenza Vaccine Composition':

an A/eq/South Africa/4/2003 (H3N8)-like virus (American lineage)”
AND

b. Nasopharyngeal samples have been taken from the horse four to six days after
commencement of PEQ and during the four days before leaving the PEQ
facility and tested using a polymerase chain reaction for influenza A virus
with negative results in each case.

! Vaccines also containing European lineage (A/eq/Newmarket/2/93) are acceptable.

2 A/eq/Ohio/2003, A/eq/Wisconsin/03, A/eq/Ibaraki/07 and A/eq/Sydney/07 are acceptable as A/eq/South
Africa/4/2003-like viruses. Other strains (A/eq/Newmarket/1/93 or A/eq/Kentucy/94-like virus) are acceptable
until such time as vaccine containing updated strains is available in Japan.

Quarantine measures for the temporary importation of horses from Japan August 2010 6



19.

20.
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Equine piroplasmosis
a. During PEQ there has been no opportunity for iatrogenic transmission.
AND

b. Blood samples have been taken from the horse four to six days after
commencement of PEQ and tested using an indirect fluorescent antibody test
for Babesia caballi and Theileria equi as described in the OIE Manual for
equine piroplasmosis with negative results in each case. If there is no
approved laboratory in Japan, testing in another country must be conducted in
a laboratory recognised by the Veterinary Authority of Japan.

NOTE: Horses that test positive for piroplasmosis may be permitted temporary
importation under specific quarantine management measures (Appendix).

AND

c. After due enquiry, the horse has not been treated with imidocarb, or other
anti-babesial agents active against B. caballi or T. equi, for at least 60 days
before commencement of PEQ.

AND

d. After due enquiry, the horse has not been tested with any test for equine
piroplasmosis (B. caballi or T. equi) with a positive result for at least 60 days
before export.

NOTE: Horses that test positive for piroplasmosis may be permitted temporary
importation under specific quarantine management measures (Appendix).

Japanese encephalitis

The horse has been held in PEQ for at least 21 days immediately before export.
During this time the horse has been isolated from animals not of equivalent health
status and

during PEQ the horse has been stabled in insect-screened stables. The horse has
been treated with insect repellent for protection from biting insects before leaving
the stables.

OR

Within 12 months before export, but not during PEQ, the horse has been
vaccinated against Japanese encephalitis using an approved vaccine according to
the manufacturer's recommendations.

On arrival at the PEQ facility the horse has been thoroughly examined, under the
direct supervision of an Official MAFF Veterinarian, and no ticks have been
found. A systematic approach was undertaken with close examination of ears,
false nostrils, under-body areas (axilla, inguinal region and under the jawbone),
perineum, mane and tail.

AND

The horse was then treated immediately, under the direct supervision of the
Official MAFF Veterinarian, with a parasiticide effective against ticks (date and
treatment schedule stated on the veterinary certificate).

AND



If any horse in the PEQ facility was found to have ticks, all horses in the facility
were treated again seven days later with a parasiticide effective against ticks (date
and treatment schedule stated on the veterinary certificate).

22. During PEQ the horse has been treated with a broad-spectrum anthelmintic (date
and treatment schedule stated on the veterinary certificate).

6. Transport

1. Exporters or their agents must have detailed SOPs consistent with a risk-based
approach and approved by AQIS, to cover procedures including contingency
plans, for transporting the horse from PEQ until arrival in Australia.

2. The transport route from the PEQ facility to the approved airport must be
approved by the Official Veterinarian.

3. The Official MAFF Veterinarian must be present during loading of horses when
leaving the PEQ facility to ensure vehicles for transporting horses are adequately
cleaned and disinfected before loading, to supervise sealing of vehicles for
transporting horses with tamper-evident seals and to certify that the horses are fit
to travel. A government officer authorised by the Veterinary Authority must be
available at the airport to check the vehicle seals are intact on arrival and ensure
ramps and air stalls are adequately cleaned and disinfected.

4. All personnel likely to be in direct contact with the horses during transport to
Australia (including transport from the PEQ facility to the airport, at the airport,
and on the aircraft) must shower and wear new or clean protective clothing and
footwear before coming into contact with the horses. They must not have any
contact with horses not of equivalent health status during transport to Australia.

5. All feed to be used during transport to Australia must enter the PEQ facility
before commencement of PEQ.

6. The use of hay or straw as bedding during transport is not permitted. Treated
wood shavings, sterilised peat and soft board can be used.

7. Horses must remain isolated from all animals not of equivalent health status
during transport from the PEQ facility until arrival in Australia.

8. Insect netting must be carried on the flight at all times for contingencies. There
must be sufficient insect netting to cover all air stalls completely. Insect netting
must be in good condition to minimise entry of insect vectors into the air stalls.

9. An Australian government veterinarian may be required to accompany the
shipment to Australia at the importer’s expense.

10. The consignment may be accompanied by other horses of the equivalent health
status or animals of other species only with the prior approval of AQIS.

11. The design of the air stalls, the recommended requirements for horses, the
preparation for transport, and the disinfection of the interior of the aircratft,
removable equipment, penning and containers must be in accordance with the
recommendations of the Code and International Air Transport Association Live
Animal Regulations unless otherwise agreed by AQIS.
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Transit and transhipment

1.

Horses must transit or tranship only at an approved airport. Any transhipment
requires the prior approval of AQIS. Stops en route to Australia will need
approval and permits from relevant authorities in the countries of transit and
transhipment. Transit and transhipment times must not exceed six hours. Horses
are not to leave the airport and must not be removed from their air stalls during
transit or transhipment.

Horses must remain on board the aircraft at approved transit airports.
Unauthorised personnel must not have contact with the horses. Cargo doors can
be opened at approved transit airports to allow for unloading or loading of freight.
Immediately after the cargo hold doors are closed, an approved knockdown
aerosol insecticide must be sprayed throughout the cargo hold, in the manner
recommended by the manufacturer.

In cases where horses in air stalls are to be unloaded, before opening the cargo
door, the air stalls must be completely covered in netting to prevent insect access
to the horses. The netting must remain in place until the horses are reloaded on an
aircraft. Immediately after the horses are reloaded on an aircraft and the cargo
hold doors are closed, an approved knockdown aerosol insecticide spray must be
sprayed throughout the cargo hold in the manner recommended by the
manufacturer. The insect netting must not be removed until 30 minutes after

spraying.

Delayed takeoffs and unscheduled landings

1.

Exporters or their agents must have contingency plans for the management of
delayed takeoffs and unscheduled landings.

In the event that transit or transhipment exceeds six hours, AQIS must be notified
immediately and the horses must not proceed to Australia without approval from
AQIS. If the aircraft lands at any airport other than in an approved country, AQIS
must be informed immediately. The decision as to whether the horses can
continue to travel to Australia, and additional quarantine measures that may be
required, will be made by AQIS on a risk-based case-by-case basis.

Arrival in Australia

1.
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Importers or their agents must have detailed SOPs consistent with a risk-based
approach and approved by AQIS, to cover post-arrival procedures. These SOPs
are to be developed in consultation with AQIS and must include roles and
responsibilities for their staff, including grooms, cleaning and disinfection of

air stalls, the area used to transfer horses to road transport at the airport, vehicles
for transporting horses at the PAQ facility, and road transport arrangements
including contingency plans for vehicle and equipment failures.

After the horses arrive at an Australian airport they must be transferred from their
air stalls onto vehicles for transporting horses, along with personnel and
equipment, and proceed directly to the PAQ facility. AQIS door seals must be
applied to vehicles for transporting horses to maintain biosecurity integrity during
transport to the PAQ facility.

All personnel travelling with the horses on the aircraft and road transport, or that



7.

have had contact with the horses, quarantine risk material or air stalls, must
undertake appropriate decontamination measures as specified by AQIS before
leaving the airport or the PAQ facility if they are accompanying the horses to the
PAQ facility.

Feed and water used during transport can travel with the horses to the PAQ
facility for use only during PAQ.

All quarantine risk material (e.g. bedding, feed, water and waste material)
remaining at the airport must be sealed in bags, ordered into quarantine and
disposed of under AQIS supervision.

Air stalls must be secured at the airport in a manner that prevents release of
quarantine risk material and cleaned and disinfected under AQIS supervision.

Vehicles for transporting horses from the port of entry to the PAQ facility must be
cleaned and disinfected to the satisfaction of the AQIS quarantine officer before
loading the horses. AQIS must be advised of the transport route to the PAQ
facility.

Unless accompanying horses to the PAQ facility, all equipment used during
transport of the horses, and all baggage and personal equipment accompanying
personnel, must be cleaned and disinfected under AQIS supervision before
leaving the airport.

Post-arrival quarantine requirements

After completion of PAQ, each horse imported under these conditions will be held
under quarantine surveillance until exported. Horses will be exported from Australia
within 60 days of arrival, unless specifically authorised by AQIS. Imported horses
must be denied the opportunity to mate either while in quarantine or under quarantine
surveillance.

Post-arrival quarantine requirements for the importation of horses from
Japan

Any variation from the post-arrival quarantine requirements must be specifically
authorised by AQIS.

1.

For horses originating from a single PEQ facility:

The horse must be held in PAQ for at least 14 days. During this time the horse
must be isolated from equids not of equivalent health status and

nasopharyngeal samples must be taken from the horse four to six days after
commencement of PAQ and within four days of release from PAQ and tested
using a polymerase chain reaction for influenza A virus with negative results in
each case.

OR

For horses originating from multiple PEQ facilities within the same region:

The horse must be held in PAQ for at least 14 days. During this time the horse
must be isolated from equids not of equivalent health status and

the period of intake of consignments into the PAQ facility should be kept to a
minimum. The PAQ period will commence from the time of entry into the facility

Quarantine measures for the temporary importation of horses from Japan August 2010 10



of the last horse of the PAQ intake and

nasopharyngeal samples must be taken from the horse within 24 hours of arrival
into the PAQ facility and four to six days after commencement of PAQ and within
four days of release from PAQ and tested using a polymerase chain reaction for
influenza A virus with negative results in each case.

OR
For horses originating from multiple PEQ facilities NOT within the same region:

The horse must be held in PAQ for at least 21 days. During this time the horse
must be isolated from equids not of equivalent health status and

the period of intake of consignments into the PAQ facility should be kept to a
minimum. The PAQ period will commence from the time of entry into the facility
of the last horse of the PAQ intake and

nasopharyngeal samples must be taken from the horse within 24 hours of arrival
into the PAQ facility and four to six days after commencement of PAQ and within
four days of release from PAQ and tested using a polymerase chain reaction for
influenza A virus with negative results in each case.

2. A single consignment must not be split between PAQ facilities on arrival in
Australia.

3. A reference serum sample must be taken from the horse within 24 hours of arrival
into the PAQ facility and stored at the National Animal Serum Bank at the
Australian Animal Health Laboratory.

4. For the duration of PAQ the rectal temperature of the horse must be taken and
recorded twice daily at least eight hours apart. If the temperature is 38.5 °C or
higher on two consecutive recordings or other signs of respiratory disease are
present, a nasopharyngeal sample must be taken and tested for influenza A virus
and AQIS notified. If the temperature cannot been taken for any reason on two
consecutive occasions, AQIS must be notified and a clinical examination by a
registered veterinarian performed. Temperature records must be made available
for inspection by AQIS.

5. Within 24 hours of arrival at the PAQ facility the horse must be thoroughly
examined for ticks by a registered veterinarian under the direct supervision of the
AQIS veterinarian, and no ticks found. A systematic approach must be undertaken
with close examination of ears, false nostrils, under-body areas (axilla, inguinal
region and under the jawbone), perineum, mane and tail.

AND

If any horse in the PAQ facility is found to have ticks, all horses in the facility
must be treated immediately, under the direct supervision of the AQIS
veterinarian, with a parasiticide effective against ticks and all horses in the facility
must be tested for piroplasmosis at least 11 days after treatment for ticks.

Location

1. The PAQ facility should be close to the port of arrival and be conveniently
located for supervision by the AQIS veterinarian.

2. The facility must be located in an area that has been free from equine infectious
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anaemia during the previous 12 months.

Facilities

1. The PAQ facility must be surrounded by two secure stock-proof fences at least
five metres apart, or a physical barrier providing equivalent security to prevent
horses in PAQ having contact with animals outside the facility.

2. The PAQ facility including stables, yards, fences, feeding and watering
arrangements must address animal welfare considerations.

3. Stables in the PAQ facility must be constructed so that they can be cleaned and
disinfected.

4. The PAQ facility must provide a separation of at least 100 metres from other
equids not of equivalent health status.

5. The PAQ facility must have a separate area for the cleaning and disinfection of
vehicles for transporting horses, and facilities for the safe unloading and loading
of horses.

6. The PAQ facility must have facilities for veterinary examination and the
collection of samples.

Operation

1. The PAQ facility must be approved by AQIS before entry of any horse into the
facility.

2. AQIS may audit the approved PAQ facility.

3. All PAQ operations and procedures must have detailed SOPs, consistent with a
risk-based approach and approved by AQIS.

4. The process from the time horses arrive at the airport to the completion of PAQ
must be auditable.

5. PAQ must be under the supervision of the AQIS veterinarian.

6. The AQIS veterinarian must inspect the PAQ facility before entry of any horse
and must ensure that the facility has been cleaned and disinfectant applied to
his/her satisfaction.

7. The PAQ period will commence from the time of entry into the facility of the last
horse of the PAQ intake.

8. During PAQ, the only horses in the facility must be those of the import
consignment.

9. For the duration of PAQ the horse must not be held, housed or exercised within
100 metres of other equids not of equivalent health status.

10. Horses must not have the opportunity to mate while in PAQ.

11. Appropriate biosecurity procedures must be implemented for vehicles for
transporting horses, freight containers, equipment and associated personnel,
including transport operators, before, during and after the transport of horses to
the PAQ facility.

12. Vehicles for transporting horses are not permitted to leave the PAQ facility until
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13.

14.

15.

16

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

thoroughly cleaned and disinfected to the satisfaction of the AQIS quarantine
officer.

Each imported horse must be identified on arrival at the PAQ facility and the
accompanying veterinary certificate and passport examined and checked by
AQIS.

Only personnel specifically authorised by AQIS are permitted to enter the PAQ
facility. Details of all visitor entries must be recorded.

All personnel entering the PAQ facility during PAQ must wear dedicated or
disposable outer clothing and dedicated, cleaned and disinfected or disposable
footwear. All personnel must shower and change outer clothing before leaving the
PAQ facility. Outer clothing and footwear used within the PAQ facility must be
cleaned to the satisfaction of AQIS before removal from the facility.

All equipment used in feeding, handling and treating horses in PAQ must either
be cleaned and disinfected to the satisfaction of AQIS before removal from the
PAQ facility, or remain on-site for the duration of PAQ and then be released with
AQIS approval at the completion of PAQ.

Other than inspections, visits and treatments required for certification, all
veterinary visits, health problems, tests, test results and treatments must be
reported to the AQIS veterinarian within 24 hours.

Any health problems affecting other animals on the facility undergoing PAQ must
be reported to the AQIS veterinarian within 24 hours.

A detailed health record must be kept for each horse on the facility during the
PAQ period and it must be available to the AQIS veterinarian.

The AQIS veterinarian must document that veterinary certificates and health
records have been inspected and comply with the quarantine requirements.

Horses must not leave the facility during PAQ.
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APPENDIX

Quarantine measures for the temporary importation of horses
that are serologically positive for equine piroplasmosis

Horses which give positive results in tests for equine piroplasmosis may be permitted
temporary import to compete in international competitions such as dressage,
showjumping, eventing, races and exhibitions under the following conditions.

NOTE: AQIS will not permit the importation of horses serologically positive for
equine piroplasmosis to compete in events where there is prolonged exposure to
vegetation and opportunity for tick attachment such as endurance rides and driving
events which involve a marathon phase.

General

These quarantine requirements are additional to the quarantine measures for the
temporary importation of horses from approved countries.

Certification
The veterinary certificate must attest that each horse for export in the consignment:
1. Showed no clinical sign of equine piroplasmosis during PEQ.

2. Blood samples were taken from the horse not less than seven days after
commencement of PEQ and tested using an indirect fluorescent antibody test for
Babesia caballi and Theileria equi as described in the OIE Manual for equine
piroplasmosis, with the following results:

o Theileria equi POSITIVE/NEGATIVE
e Babesia caballi POSITIVE/NEGATIVE
(delete, sign and date result which is not applicable)

3. On arrival at the PEQ facility the horse has been thoroughly examined under the
direct supervision of the Official MAFF Veterinarian, and no ticks have been
found. A systematic approach was undertaken with close examination of ears,
false nostrils, under-body areas (axilla, inguinal region and under the jawbone),
perineum, mane and tail. The horse was then treated immediately, under the direct
supervision of the Official MAFF Veterinarian, with a parasiticide effective
against ticks.

AND

If any horse in the PEQ facility was found to have ticks, all horses in the facility
were treated again seven days later with a parasiticide effective against ticks.

Post-arrival quarantine and surveillance requirements

1. All horses irrespective of serological status must be thoroughly examined for ticks
within 24 hours of arrival at the PAQ facility by a registered veterinarian under
the direct supervision of the AQIS veterinarian, and no ticks found. A systematic
approach must be taken with close examination of ears, false nostrils, under-body
areas (axilla, inguinal and under jawbone), perineum, mane and tail.
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10.

11

12.

13.

AND

Seropositive horses in the facility must be treated immediately, under the direct
supervision of the AQIS veterinarian, with a parasiticide effective against ticks.

AND

If any horse in the PAQ facility is found to have ticks, all horses in the facility
must be treated immediately, under the direct supervision of the AQIS
veterinarian, with a parasiticide effective against ticks and all horses in the facility
(excluding horses previously identified as being seropositive) must be tested for
piroplasmosis at least 11 days after treatment for ticks. Any ticks found should be
identified.

Seropositive horses must be easily identified (for example by a unique colour
coded disc on their head collar and bridle) and under quarantine surveillance
while in Australia. Access to seropositive horses will be restricted.

PAQ and competition sites must be approved by AQIS to hold seropositive
horses. This could involve a survey for ticks. PAQ must be conducted in areas
free of Rhipicephalus microplus.

Seropositive horses must remain on approved PAQ facilities and competition
sites. Movement between these sites must be controlled.

Grass in exercise areas of PAQ and competition sites must be kept very short by
such measures as regular mowing.

Seropositive horses can compete and remain in areas where Rhipicephalus
microplus is present for a maximum of seven days.

Seropositive horses must be maintained in a separate building from other horses
on the PAQ and competition sites in a clearly demarcated area except at the actual
time of training, competition, exhibition or racing.

Seropositive horses and all other horses on the same site including those in
separate buildings as seropositive horses must be examined daily for ticks by
AQIS or a under the supervision of AQIS until export of the seropositive horses.

Seropositive horses must be treated weekly with a parasiticide effective against
ticks.

Measures, including the use of disposable equipment, must be taken to prevent
iatrogenic spread of the disease to ensure there is no risk of cross-contamination
to other animals.

. Bedding for seropositive horses must be rubber, wood shavings or shredded

paper. If straw is used for stable bedding for seronegative horses located at the
same site as seropositive horses it must be sourced from Rhipicephalus microplus
free areas.

Hay, chaff and any other feedstuffs not heat treated for seropositive horses and all
horses on site with seropositive horses must be sourced from Rhipicephalus
microplus free areas.

Seropositive horses must be exported within ten days of the completion of the
competition, exhibition or racing event for which they were imported unless
specifically authorised by AQIS.
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