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ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR GIRAFFES FOR EXHIBIT TO BE
EXPORTED TO JAPAN FROM THE UNITED STATES

This document defines that the animal health requirements for giraffes for exhibit to be exported to Japan from the

United States (U.S.) are as follows;

(Definitions)

For the purpose of this document, the definitions of terms are as follows;

“the exported giraffes”

means the giraffes to be exported to Japan from U.S..

“outbreak”
means not only an appearance of clinical cases but also confirmed detection of an antigen or antibody specific to
the disease, unrelated to vaccinations.

“the premises”

means whole of the zoo, where the exported giraffes have been born and/or raised.

“animal health authorities of U.S.”

means Animal and Plant health Inspection Service, United States Department of Agriculture

“Japanese animal health authorities”
means Animal Health Division, Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and

Fisheries of Japan.
“notifiable disease”
means a disease listed by the government authorities of U.S., and that, as soon as detected or suspected, must be

brought to the attention of the government authorities of U.S., in accordance with national regulations.

(General requirements)

1. U.S. has been free from rinderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, foot-and-mouth disease (FMD), Rift

valley fever, lumpy skin disease and Trypanosomiasis.

2. Rinderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, FMD, Rift valley fever, lumpy skin disease and

trypanosomiasis are designated as notifiable diseases in U.S.



3. Vaccination against rinderpest and FMD as well as importation of cloven-hoofed animal that have been

vaccinated against these diseases has been completely prohibited in U.S.

4. In the premises there have been no outbreak of enzootic encephalitis (ex. Japanese encephalitis), rabies,
vesicular stomatitis, anthrax, hemorrhagic septicemia, brucellosis, tuberculosis, paratuberculosis, piroprasmosis,
anaplasmosis, bovine spongiform encerophalopathy, bluetongue, bovine viral diarrhea-mucosal disease,
infectious bovine rhinotrachetis, enzootic bovine leucosis, leptospirosis, salmonellosis and other infectious

diseases for at least 12 months before the commencement of the embarkation-quarantine.

5. The exported giraffes shall have been kept in U.S. at least 6 months prior to the shipment to Japan.

(Requirements for the exported giraffe)

6. The exported giraffes shall be kept isolated for at least 30 days prior to the shipment to Japan in the quarantine
facility, protected from insect vectors, approved by the animal health authorities of U.S. as a secured and
guaranteed place from an animal health point of view. During the quarantine, the exported giraffes have no

contact with other animals which are not the equivalent hygiene status.

7. All animals in the quarantine facility shall show no sign of any infectious disease during the quarantine
mentioned in article 6.

8. The exported giraffes shall be treated with the parasiticides for internal and external parasite at an appropriate
time during the quarantine mentioned in article 6.

9. The official veterinarian of the animal health authorities of U.S. shall examine the exported giraffes and found it
to be free from the signs of any infectious disease and external parasites within 24 hours prior to the scheduled

time of export.

(Requirements for transportation)

10. All containers, vehicles, equipments and loading place to be used for the transportation of the exported giraffes
shall be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected in advance of loading with disinfectant approved by the animal

health authorities of U.S., and conducted under the supervision of a USDA accredited veterinarian.

11. The exported giraffes must have no contact with any other animals, which are not same or better health status
than the exported giraffes, during the transportation from the quarantine facility to the place of departure to
Japan in U.S. No other animals are mix-loaded with the exported giraffes at the time of shipment to Japan.
During transportation, the exported giraffes shall be protected from insect vectors.



12. Fodder and litter to be used during the quarantine and the transportation period of the exported giraffes to
Japan shall be sanitary. Those to be used during the transportation period are provided from the same source
used for the quarantine.

13. No additional feed and litter shall be allowed to be provided at any port during transportation of the exported
giraffes to Japan.

14. The exported giraffes shall be transport directly from U.S. to Japan.

(Issue of the health certificate)

15. A USDA accredited veterinarian is responsible for the issuing and the animal health authorities of U.S. are
responsible for endorsing the inspection certificate for the exported giraffes, stating each of the following items
in detail in English.

1) Each requirement of article 1 to 14

2) The individual information of the exported giraffes (age, sex, identification, etc.)

3) Name and address of all premises which the exported giraffes have been kept during 6
months prior to the quarantine

4) Name and address of the quarantine facilities

5) The quarantine period with start and end dates above-mentioned in
article 6.

6) The date, name of products and dose of each treatment for
internal and external parasites above-mentioned in article 8.

7) The date of the inspection above-mentioned in article 9.

8) Kinds of vaccines, name of the manufacturer, manufacturing lot number and dates of
vaccination, if vaccines have been applied to the exported giraffes during the past year.

9) Date of issue, name and title of signer, and authorities’ name of the inspection
certificate

(Cthers)

16. In the case of an outbreak of rinderpest, contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, FMD, Rift valley fever, lumpy
skin disease and trypanosomiasis in U.S., the animal health authorities of U.S. must immediately suspend the
shipment of the exported giraffes to Japan. The animal health authorities of U.S. must inform the Japanese
animal health authorities of the outbreak as soon as possible and the completion of the necessary measures for
the last case.

17. Aside from the items above-mentioned of the said animal health requirements, in case that any infectious
disease is detected in the exported giraffes during the quarantine period in Japan, the exported giraffes in

question be returned or slaughtered by the animal quarantine service in Japan.



