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ANIMAL HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR SWINE TO BE EXPORTED
FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM TO JAPAN
(GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND ONLY)

Animal health requirements for swine to be exported to Japan from the United Kingdom are as
follows.

(Definitions)
For the purpose of this animal health requirement;

“swine”
means pigs (including all varieties of Sus scrofa, both domestic breeds and wild boar)

“the exported swine”
means swine to be exported to Japan from the United Kingdom

“outbreak”
means not only an appearance of clinical cases but also detection of pathogen, an antigen or
antibody specific to the disease

“the premises of origin”
means all the premises where the exported swine have been born and/or raised

“the third free countries”
means countries or regions approved by the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of
Japan which can export the swine and the pig meat etc.

“official veterinarian”

veterinary surgeons who, following a period of training, are appointed to specific export panels
and carry out certification duties on behalf of Department for Environment Food and Rural
Affairs (Defra) in accordance with certain principals as laid down by the governing body of the
profession in the United Kingdom.

"the Japanese animal health authorities"
means Animal Health Division, Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau, Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Japan



(General requirements)
1. The United Kingdom has been free from rinderpest, foot-and-mouth disease (FMD),
vesicular stomatitis, African swine fever (ASF), classical swine fever (CSF), swine vesicular
disease and porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis.

2. Vaccination against rinderpest, FMD, ASF and CSF as well as importation of cloven-hoofed
animals that have been vaccinated against any of these diseases are completely prohibited in
the United Kingdom.

3. Nipah virus infection, enzootic encephalitis (Japanese B encephalitis), melioidosis,
tularemia and vesicular exanthema have never been recorded in the United Kingdom.

4. The feeding of swill is prohibited in the United Kingdom.

(Requirements for the premises of origin)

5. The premises of origin have been free from clinical evidence of rabies, anthrax, brucellosis,
tuberculosis, blackleg, leptospirosis, salmonellosis, toxoplasmosis, Aujeszky's disease,
transmissible gastroenteritis, porcine reproductive and respiratory syndrome (PRRS), porcine
epidemic diarrhea, atrophic rhinitis, swine erysipelas, swine dysentery and haemorrhagic
septicemia for at least 12 months before the commencement of the pre-export isolation.

6. No swine have been introduced onto the premises of origin where the exported swine were
kept immediately prior to the pre-export isolation within 40 days prior to the pre-export
isolation period.

(Requirements for the exported swine)
7. The exported swine have been resident since birth only in the United Kingdom or the third
free countries.

8. The exported swine have been in contact only with swine born and raised in the United
Kingdom or the third free countries.

9. The exported swine have not been vaccinated against brucellosis.
10. The exported swine are kept in officially approved isolation premises under official

veterinary supervision and had no contact with animals other than the swine intended for
export to Japan as a same lot for at least 30 days immediately prior to shipment.



(Requirements for the examinations)

11. The exported swine must be individually tested to the serological test using a serum
neutralization test or an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) for CSF within 30
days prior to commencement of the pre-export isolation period in item 10.

All swine tested during this period must be negative in order for the entire group to be
eligible commence the pre-export isolation period for export to Japan.

If a swine is exposed by the serological or virological tests for CSF during the quarantine
period in Japan, all of the swine of the herd must be returned or destroyed without regard to
the result of above-mentioned test.

12. During the 30 day pre-export isolation period, blood sample must be taken from the
exported swine and sent to a Government laboratory to be subject to the following test with
negative results. As for CSF and PRRS, all swine tested during the pre-export isolation period
must be negative in order for the entire group to be eligible for export to Japan.

(1) CSF Serum neutralization test or ELISA

(2) Aujeszky's disease Serum neutralization test or ELISA

(3) brucellosis Tube agglutination test (less than 50 1U/ml)

(4) PRRS ELISA (for both of the European and the American antigenic types)
(5) leptospirosis Microscopic agglutination test for

L. pomona, L. hardjo, L. canicola, L. grippotyphosa, and L.
icterohaemorrahagie (less than 50% agglutination at serum
dilution 1:400),
or

dual medication of dihydrostreptmycin at 25 mg/kg with an
interval of 10 to 14 days.

13. The exported swine must be examined within the 24 hours prior to the scheduled time of
export by the official veterinarian, and must be found to be free from clinical signs of
infectious or contagious diseases.

(Requirements for transportation)

14. Official veterinarian must inspect and confirm that the vehicle(s) used to transport the
animals from the isolation premises to the port of shipment have been thoroughly cleansed
and disinfected with an officially approved disinfectant.

15. The animal health authorities of the United Kingdom must inform the consignor that the
following requirements must also be respected:

(1) The exported swine must be transported directly from the isolation premises to the port of
shipment without coming into contact with animals other than the exported swine intended
for export to Japan as the same lot.

(2) The exported swine shall be transported directly or via only the third free countries. If the
exported swine are not sent directly to Japan, they shall be transported and treated by the
secure way for animal health purpose in the transit countries.



(3) AIl crates, pens and equipments used for international transportation must be
thoroughly cleansed and disinfected with an officially approved disinfectants
before use.

(4) All feed and litter to be used during the transportation period of the exported swine to
Japan are provided from the same source used for the pre-export isolation period.

(5) No additional feed and litter have to be provided at any port during transportation of the
exported swine to Japan.

(Issue of the health certificate)

16. The animal health authorities of the United Kingdom are responsible for issuing the
inspection certificate for the exported swine, stating each of the following items in detail in
English.

(1) Each requirement of items 1 to 10, 13 to 15.
(2) Dates, methods and results of each test in item 11 and 12.

(3) Dates of medication with dihydrostreptomycin against leptospirosis, in case the
medication was conducted in accordance with item 12(5).

(4) Kinds of vaccines, name of the manufacturer, manufacturing lot number and dates of
vaccination, if vaccines have been applied to the exported swine.

(5) Name and address of the all premises of origin of the exported swine.
(6) The pre-export isolation period with starting and ending dates in item 10.

(7) Name and address of the pre-export isolation premises in item 10.

(Others)

17. In the case of an outbreak of rinderpest, FMD, vesicular stomatitis, ASF, CSF,
swine vesicular disease or porcine enterovirus encephalomyelitis in the United
Kingdom, the animal health authorities of United Kingdom must immediately suspend the
shipment of the exported swine to Japan.

The animal health authorities of the United Kingdom must inform the Japanese animal
health authorities of the outbreak as soon as possible and the completion of the necessary
measures for the last case.

18. Aside from the items above-mentioned of the said animal health requirements, in case that
any infectious disease excluded CSF is detected in the exported swine during the quarantine
period in Japan, return or disposal of the swine may be ordered by the animal quarantine
service in Japan.



Annex
The list of the third free countries
Refer to the following web site.
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