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Animal health requirements for horses to be exported from Canada to Japan

Animal health requirements for horses to be exported to Japan from Canada are as follows.

(Definitions)

For the purpose of the animal health requirements;

“CFIA”
means Canadian Food Inspection Agency

“the exported horses”

means horses which are exported to Japan from Canada

“a premises of origin”

means a premises in Canada where the exported horses were kept for at least the 60 days
prior to the pre-export quarantine isolation in accordance with paragraph 6 (referred to as
“the isolation” hereinafter)

“a pre-export quarantine isolation facility”
means a facility designated by CFIA for the isolation as appropriate from the viewpoint of
biosecurity

“case”

means an individual animal infected by a pathogenic agent, with or without clinical signs.

“outbreak”

means the occurrence of one or more cases in a premises.
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(General requirements)

1. Canadais free from African horse sickness, Venezuelan equine encephalomyelitis, dourine
(Trypanosoma equiperdum), glanders, vesicular stomatitis and these diseases are
compulsorily notifiable in Canada.

2. The exported horses were kept in Canada for at least 6 months prior to the isolation.

(Requirements for a premises of origin etc.)

3. The exported horses were kept for at least 60 days prior to the isolation in a premises of
origin where there has been no case of disease listed below at least 3 months prior to the
isolation.

Eastern equine encephalomyelitis
Western equine encephalomyelitis
anthrax

equine piroplasmosis

equine infectious anemia
melioidosis

tetanus

trypanosomosis

Nipah Virus infection

equine influenza

equine viral arteritis (EVA)

equine rhinopneumonitis (both EHV-1 and EHV-4)
horse pox

tularemia

contagious equine metritis

equine paratyphoid

pseudofarcy

4. The exported horses were kept for at least the 6 months prior to the isolation in premises
where there has been no case of rabies for at least 12 months prior to the isolation.
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5.

(1) For 60 days immediately before shipment, no cases of West Nile Virus (WNV) infection was
confirmed in a premises of origin and a pre-export quarantine isolation facility, and
premises within 50km from them.

OR

(2) The exported horses were vaccinated against WNV using a vaccine approved by CFIA in
accordance with the recommendations of a manufacturer during 1 year before shipment

to Japan.

(Pre-export quarantine isolation)

6. The exported horses must be isolated for at least 45 days prior to shipment in a pre-export
quarantine facility. No case of diseases listed in paragraph 3 was confirmed in the facility
and the exported horses were remained free from any evidence of infectious diseases.

7. The exported horses had no contact with other animals except equids that meet all the
conditions in the animal health requirements during the pre-export quarantine isolation
period. In case the exported horse is a stallion that was vaccinated against EVA, tests must

be carried out in accordance with Annex.

8. In the pre-export quarantine isolation period, the exported horses must be subjected to
the following tests with negative results using samples taken after commencement of the

isolation.

[Note]
If exported horses are for fatting, laboratory tests of (4) and (5) are not required.
Exported horses for fatting should be mare or castrated male equids.
At the time of commencement of the isolation, if exported horse is a gelding or a horse
under 24 month of age and has never been used for mating, laboratory test of (5) is
not required.

(1) equine infectious anemia

» agar gel-immunodiffusion test
OR
» ELISA

2) EVA
» As per Annex
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(3) equine piroplasmosis

» competitive enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay
OR
» indirect fluorescent antibody test

(4) equine paratyphoid (Salmonella Abortusequi)

» tube agglutination test (negative at a serum dilution of 1: 320)

(5) contagious equine metritis

For the materials from sexual organs
» Dbacterial culture

OR
» PCR

9. Feed and litter for the exported horses from the commencement of the isolation to the

arrival in Japan must be free from agents of animal infectious diseases.

(Requirements for the exported horses)

10. The exported horses have not been vaccinated against Venezuelan equine
encephalomyelitis within 60 days prior to shipment.

11. The exported horses have not been vaccinated against African horse sickness within 40
days prior to shipment.

12. The exported horses are vaccinated against equine influenza in accordance with the
recommendations of a manufacturer with a vaccine approved by CFIA between 21 and 90

days before shipment to Japan either with a primary course or a booster.

(Transportation of the exported horses)

13. All equipment, containers and vehicles used for transportation of the exported horses must
be cleaned and disinfected with the disinfectant approved by CFIA, and the exported horses
must be transported without contact with any other animals.

14. Feed and litter to be used during the transportation to Japan must be provided with the
same source used for the isolation. No additional feed and bedding must be provided at
any port of call throughout transportation to Japan.
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15. The exported horses are not transit through countries with African horse sickness
outbreaks.

(Issuance of export quarantine certificate by CFIA)

16. CFIA must issue a health certificate for the exported horses, stating in English each of

following items:

(1) Each requirement of paragraphs of 1to 7 and 9 to 15

(2) Dates of sampling, methods and results of the testing for each disease in paragraph 8. In
case the exported horse is a stallion that was vaccinated against EVA, refer to Annex.

(3) With regard to paragraph 12, dates of equine influenza vaccination, a product name of the
vaccine (including a name of the strain), a manufacturer 's name of the vaccine and a lot
number.

(4) In case that vaccines other than equine influenza vaccine were applied to the exported
horses, dates of vaccination, a product name of vaccine, a producer's name of vaccine and
a lot number

(5) Name and address of a premises of origin

(6) Name and address of the pre-export quarantine isolation facility

(7) Start date and end date of the isolation

(8) Tattoo number, sex, month and year of birth, and other features (breed and color) of the
exported horses

(9) Purpose of the import

17. Aside from the items above-mentioned of the said animal health requirements, in case
that any infectious disease is detected during the post-arrival quarantine period in Japan,
the said horse could be returned or slaughtered by Animal Quarantine Service, MAFF in
Japan.
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(Annex)

1. Non-vaccinated horses

Serum neutralization test in the presence of complement (hereinafter referred to as “the

serum neutralization test”) negative at serum dilution 1:4.

[Note]
If a reactor (a horse with not negative result to the serum neutralization test) is detected,
the reactor must be removed from the pre-export quarantine isolation facility
immediately after the test result is obtained.
Only if the reactor is subjected to the serum neutralization test carried out again on a
blood sample taken at least 14 days apart from the first sampling and demonstrated stable
or declining antibody titer, the other horses held in the pre-export quarantine isolation
facility are eligible to be exported to Japan.
The reactor is not allowed to be exported to Japan regardless of the test results.

2. A vaccinated stallion satisfies all of the following requirements.

(1) A blood sample is taken from the vaccinated stallion immediately prior to the vaccination
and that the serum must be subjected to the serum neutralization test with negative result
at serum dilution 1:4.

(2) Blood samples are taken from the vaccinated stallion for three times, one time on the
stabling premises and two times at the pre-export quarantine facility, and these three sera
sample are subject to the serum neutralization test at the same time with a result of either
no significant rise (including a four fold rise) of these titers or declining titers. In this case,
an interval of about two weeks for taking blood samples is placed, and the third blood
sample is taken within 10 days prior to the shipment.

(3) In case titers are found maintained in the vaccinated stallion as the result of the serum
neutralization test in 2 (2), the said stallion is subjected to (A) covering test or (B) virus

isolation from semen as below.

(A) Covering test
Two mares to be used for the covering test must satisfy the animal health requirements for
the horses to be exported to Japan and are isolated at the same pre-export quarantine
isolation facility together with the vaccinated stallion for 45 days prior to the shipment of
the vaccinated stallion to Japan, with negative results of the following tests.
(a) Blood samples are taken from the two mares immediately prior to entering the pre-export
qguarantine facility, and they are subjected to the serum neutralization test with negative

-6 -
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results at serum dilution 1:4.

(b) During the 45 days pre-export quarantine period, each of the two mares is covered by the
vaccinated stallion twice a day for two days, and on the 14th day and the 28th day
respectively after the last covering, the blood samples are taken from each of the two mares
and are subjected to the serum neutralization test with negative results at serum dilution
1:4.

(c) The two mares have been found to be free of signs or symptoms of EVA during the 45
days pre-export quarantine period.

(B) Virus isolation from semen

The vaccinated stallion is isolated at the pre-export quarantine facility for 45 days prior to the

shipment to Japan and subjected to the virus isolation test from semen during the said pre-

export quarantine period as follows.

(a) Disinfectants are not used in cleaning of the collecting instruments and the external
genitalia of the stallion prior to collection.

(b) The collection of semen from the vaccinated stallion is conducted twice at an interval of
one day or several days using an artificial vagina or a condom. The sample for virus isolation
test is taken from a portion of sperm-rich fraction of the collected semen.

(c) Two semen samples from the vaccinated stallion are subjected to virus isolation tests in
accordance with procedures prescribed in “OIE Manual of Standards for Diagnostic Tests
and Vaccines, the chapter of “EQUINE VIRAL ARTERITIS” with negative results.

(Issuance of export quarantine certificate by CFIA)

CFIA must issue a health certificate stating that the vaccinated stallion satisfies all the
requirements applied in paragraph 2 of ANNEX and each of following items.

Date of blood sampling of 2 (1) immediately prior to the vaccination

Dates of EVA vaccination, a product name of vaccine and a producer's name of vaccine
Each date of blood samplings (three times) of 2 (2) and the test results

Start date and end date of the isolation of the stallion

In case titers are found maintained in the vaccinated stallion as the result of the serum
neutralization test in 2 (2), the said stallion must be subjected to 2 (3) (A) covering test or 2 (3)

(B) virus isolation from semen.

CFIA must issue a health certificate each of following items in addition to the above.
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For the case of 2 (3) (A) covering test, CFIA must issue a health certificate stating each of

following items
Each date of blood samplings from the two mares immediately prior to entering the pre-
export quarantine facility of 2 (3) (A) (a)and the test results
Date of two mares’ entering to the pre-export quarantine isolation facility
Each date of blood samplings (two times respectively) after the last covering

Date of two mares’ exiting from the pre-export quarantine isolation facility

For the case of 2 (3) (B) virus isolation from semen, CFIA must issue a health certificate each

of following items.
Each date of semen collections (two times)
Test results
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